Helping People Help Themselves 


LANA SKAUGE'S PLAY ABOUT 
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LA SPECIAL COMI 


PLEASE BUY FROM 


Sport Spare Change advertisers 


AANK YOU for helping our vendors help themselves. 
Jur advertisers help make this project possible. 
Please consider them in your business dealings. 


D.S. CERAMIC 
CUSTOM DESIGNS LTD. 


Quarry, Ceramic & Marble Tiles 


#11, 14115 - 82 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 


T6E 2V7 


Dwayne Shere 
Ph: (403) 473 


meta 
0171 


A&R Appliances Ltd. 

We Buy, Sell & Repair 
Fridges, Stoves 
Washers, Dryers 


10324 - 95 Street 


Edmonton, Alberta Phone 425-1861 


Pastoral Institute of Edmonton 
#300, 10235 — 124 Street, Edmonton 
482-2424 


Affordable counselling 
by highly qualified counsellors 


Call for more information on 
courses and growth groups 


COUNTRY LANE LEATHER 
Slippers Starting at $35.00! 


Located at Strathcona Farmer's Market 


* Custom clothing * light repairs * western apparel 
* fur hats * sheepskin slippers & mitts * chaps 


Randy and Miriam James 
Site 9, Box 10, R.R. #2 Tofield, Alberta TOB 4J0 
(403) 662-4980 


. Metis Urban Housing Corporation 
it, 


rg 11922 - 121A Street 
5 Edmonton, Alberta T5L 0A2 
Telephone: 452-6440 


Great Food 
The Comfortable 
Pub 


Alternative Music 
Wed. & Sun. Evenings 


MicKeY FinNS 


taphouse 


Old nine cis ies s Se Pub 


1051 1a 82nd Ave., Edmonton, Alta. T6E 2A3 


8 in. original sub with every 12 in. 
orignial sub and 16 oz. soft drink 


MR.SUB 


Edmonton Centre food court only 


Mombassa Express, although he probably 
i painaen fek 


Turning a " cold shoulder 


Other than being slowly waltzed to death by a 


nude Norman Lamont, few experiences could 


be worse than rejection by a loved one. Some, 


however, take it harder than others. Witness 
jilted New York Romeo Scott McCraw who 


confronted his ex-lover with a rattlesnake and 


proceeded to agitate the creature until it bit 
him on the nose. “Your broke my heart, the 
snake stopped it,” 
of heart failure. Still more dramatic was the 
demise of 41-year-old Australian Cory Quinn, 
who froze himself to death after the break-up 
of his marriage. 


he announced before dying 


According to his 320 pound ex-wife Mary, 
Cory had begun acting strangely as soon as 
they separated. “He kept sending me 
aubergines with his picture taped to them,” 
she explained. “It was weird.” To help her for- 
get she went on holiday, only to discover, on 


her return, that Quinn had broken into her SPARE 
house, curled up nude inside her freezer and CHANGE 
there expired amongst the marrowfat peas . 
and button mushrooms, Clenched between AUGUST 
his icy buttocks was a note reading “Gorge on 1995 


this, you fat pig!” She has since remarried and 
purchased a new refrigerator. + 


Dangers of the travelling loo...in trains 


Using train toilets can be a complicated busi- 
ness as passengers on the Birmingham to 
Liverpool discovered recently, when they 
weren't allowed to use the on-board loo 
because it was too dirty. Instead the ticket col- 
lector whispered in each traveller's ear: “We 
don't have a toilet. If you need to drop one let 
me know and we'll stop at the next station.” 
At least Kenyan Zgabe Hoto actually got into, 
and onto, the toilet of the Nairobi to 


‘water lapping around my buttocks”. 


Realizing the lavatory was flooding, Mr Hoto 


Ys whem 


squeezed his legs together, gripped the toilet 
seat and pulled hard “so I was wedged in the 
opening and no water could get out." He 
remained thus for nine hours, telling fellow 
travellers to "go away because I am engaged 
on an important business". Guards, mean- 
while, brought him cakes, and his wife mas- 
saged his legs to stop them going numb. 
When the train finally pulled into Mombassa 
dozens of passengers lined the platform 

and cheered an exhausted Mr Hoto as he 


“He is a brave and a Christian," said a 


railway spokesman. +% 


man, 


Don't light with vour friends 


Friendship can be a dangerous business, as 
Piers Pearl discovered when buddy Charles 
Evans challenged him to a game of pool 
while on holiday in Spain. To spice things up, 
Evans suggested they wager their lives on the 
game's outcome, to which Pearl drunkenly 
agreed. He sobered up rapidly, however, 
when, after beating Evans, the latter pro- 
duced a revolver and demanded that he kill 
him. Pearl refused, Evans insisted, and in the 
ensuing struggle, the gun went off, killing 
Pearl. At least Evans said sorry afterwards, 
unlike Belgian Guilllaume Potiez who, having 


killed best friend Philippe Straten, decided to 
eat him "because the pizzas hadn't come". 
Potiez had murdered Straten after a heated 
discussion on the humanitarian situation in 
Rwanda. "I was going to leave it at that," he 
said, "because I'd clearly won the argument, 
but then I thought ‘no, I'll eat his lips and 
ears'." He then watched football before dri- 
ving the corpse home and telling Straten's 
horrified mother that “Philippe’s got a 
headache". Potiez is currently undergoing 
psychiatric tests in Brussells. 4» 


helereeing for armed and dangerous? 


Football refereeing may now be becoming 
one of the world’s most dangerous pastimes, 
along with crocodile baiting and clay-pigeon 
shooting for the blind. A recent British survey 
showed that over half the referees in British 
amateur soccer have been subject to violent 
on-field attacks. How long, one wonders, 
before they begin emulating German referee 
Bayram Kaymakci, wko recently shot a player 
who refused to be sent off. Mr Kaymakci, 28, 
had penalized Osbert Vorwerk after a particu- 
larly violent foul. When Vorwerk called 


Kaymakci “a jelly prick”, however, and 
refused to leave the field, the referee pro- 
duced a revolver and shot him in the head. 

“One has to maintain discipline on the field,” 
explained Mr Kaymakci, “otherwise the game 
doesn’t flow properly and children don’t 
enjoy it.” Fortunately he only grazed 
Vorwerk’s ear, and has now been banned for 
three years. “People criticize me,” he com- 
plained, “but many in the crowd said it was 
the best match they'd seen in ages." 4» 


Above articles compiled by Paul Sussman in The Big Issue, London England's street-sold magazine. 
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vette's been selling Spare 

Change in Edmonton for three 

months and she loves it. She's 
venturing out trying new locations 
throughout the city. “I like selling in 
locations outside of the downtown and 
Whyte Ave. areas to introduce the 
paper and make more people aware of 
it," says Yvette. 

She enjoys meeting people and being 
with people while selling the paper. 
There have been many humorous 
times, but Yvette talks about one mem- 
orable moment when a man walked 


past, stopped, turned and started jump 


said, “Do you hear spare change?" The 


coins were jingling and Yvette smiled 
shyly. He walked back over and freed 
his pockets of that noisy change. 

Selling the paper has been a last 
resort, but a good one for Yvette. She 
was raised on a farm near Morinville 
and moved to Edmonton where she 
met her husband. The company both 
she and her husband worked for trans- 
ferred them to Ontario. Things went 
well, but then tragedy struck. Shortly 
after arriving home from work one day, 
Yvette and her eldest son were busy in 
the kitchen when her husband called 
out that he was in pain and having 
trouble breathing. They called the 
ambulance but they were 25 minutes 
from the nearest hospital. Yvette's hus- 
band died in her arms on the way to 
emergency that day. 

Things were tough. Yvette found it 
almost impossible to continue at times. 
“I lost all of my friends, after the funer- 
al. They didn't come around the house 


The people who bring 
you Spare Change 


This newspaper exists because of 
the efforts of the people who sell it 
to you on the street, the vendors. 
For our vendors Spare Change 

is a job that helps them to be 
independent and self-employed. 
Each issue we highlight one of our 
vendors in Vendor Profile to let you 
know a little bit about the people 
who bring you Spare Change. + 


VENDOR : Profile 


afford 


to buy a paper, but a friendly smile or 


“| understand that not all people can 


no thank you works just as good; she says. 
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or even call to see how I was doing. It 
was devastating. She understands why 
they acted that way now, but she didn't 
then. “People are afraid they might say 
the wrong thing when there’s been a 
death, so they don’t say anything at all, 
which makes it worse.” Having no fami- 
ly in Ontario really made Yvette feel 
alone so she took some advice from her 
sister and decided to move back to 
Edmonton to start over. 

Finding a job once she was back 
home was not easy. She tried running 
her own business, a house cleaning 
jä 

Her determination kept her going. 
She found part-time work and at one 
time she was holding down two part- 
time jobs for two years to make ends 
meet. One of the jobs ended, which 
made it impossible to survive, and 
Yvette had to go to social services fot 


assistance as a last resort. 


“I was embarassed at social services. 
It was very important to me to be able 
to support myself and my son." 


It didn't take Yvette long to fight back. 
She found part-time work within two 
months of being on social assistance. 
She now works evenings cleaning 
offices and sells Spare Change during 
the day and on weekends. 

“I feel confident now, thanks to 
Spare Change. I know I can make it." 
What does Yvette like best about selling 
the paper? "The people. I’ve made a lot 
of new friends and acquaintances and 
it's great to know people care." + 
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SPARE CHANGE VENDOR'S CODE 


* | will be sober at all times*while working 


Vendor 


e | will be polite to all memibérs-of the public 
* | will vend only in areas tha 


are authorized 


All Spare Change vendors are required to wear an ID badge (contents above) and abide by a code 6f conduct. 
If you have any comments about our vendors, phone our distribution manager in your city (see page 5). 
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(hanging Canada... 


er the worse 


| read with interest your editor- 
ial on'the elimination of the 
Canada Assistance Plan (CAP) 
and the implementation of Bill 
C-76 (The Federal Budget 
Enactment). To say that this 
bill revokes all relevant rights 
of poor Canadians is to belittle 
the point. It is, as you say, a 
fundamental change in the 
way our country is going to be 
run. Simply put, it is the begin- 
ning of a country where ‘rights’ 
will be bought and sold, proba- 
bly to the high- 
est bidders. 


The poor peo- 
ple of this coun- 
try get both 
blamed and 
scapeg: ated for 
their poverty. 
Supposedly, it's 
all our own 
fault', we (yes, I 
include myself) 
are stupid' or 
lazy' or just 
plain ‘bad’. 

—. We know better. Fms 
nave seen your vc 
papers all day in sub-zero 
weather. I know bottle pickers 
who work twelve to fourteen 
hours trying to get by, welfare 
mothers working for minimum 
wage while raising two or three 
kids, men (and sometimes 
women) lining up outside at 
5:30 a.m. for the chance of a 
day's work. I know poor people 
with university degrees, I know 
oor people who neither drink 


7 - | 
ndors seiling 


nor toke and I also know rich 
people who do both and more. 
So, that's the way it is - or 
was. It now seems that this is 
not tough enough for us. Now 
we're going to have to do what 
we're told in order to have the 
right to be poor. We're going to 
be denied the basic necessities 
of life unless we can "fit in" to 
this "new society". And if we 
die, well, too bad, tough luck 
and all that other stuff. We 
weren't rich, so who cares? 
Your editorial is 
right, but per- 
haps it's a bit 
timid. Bill C-76 
heralds the dawn 
of compassion- 
less government 
in Canada, the 
potential official 
dictatorship of 
the rich and the 
end of our coun- 
try as we knew it. 
But then again, very few 
people are worried about it. | 
h the f 


something to do with the fact 
that letters like this seldom, if 
ever, get published in our 
mainline press and I have yet 
to read an article there that 
really explains what's going 
down. Thanks for a damn 
good try. 

FRED ROBERTSON 
CALGARY 
Member, Board of Directors 

of the National Anti-Poverty 


Organization %& 


Sixty cents for inspiration! 


Your July issue sat in my bag 
for a long time before I decided 
to “glance through it before | 
threw it out.” The most inspira- 
ion | have received all month 
came out of that decision! 

And I think I only paid 
ibout 60 cents for the edition. 


The reason I bought it was 
because | was walking by a 
vendor who said: "Can you 
help me out here? I’m trying 
to go to Hell." Don't be 
ashamed, I'm not sure ifthe 
said hell or L.A. Nonetheless I 
laughed so hard and came 
back later to get a copy. Hlike 
that guy! 

The article on the Lubicon 
People was easy to read, so easy 
to read! And all those facts were 
in black and white . . . big 


words Noel. All a person wants 
to read is the truth. And not 
something "politically correct." 

Congratulate that writer for 
me. He's got a girl (who has 
wealth), who will always buy 
his writing. And I will be 
involved in boycotting all 
those industries who work off 
the Lubicon reserve. 


Don't change the format of 
Spare Change! Don't accept 
the kind of criticism that 
comes from professional, mar- 
ketable critics, you know, the 
kind of people who don't have 
God Given Talent, but run 
around making money instead. 


In utmost sincerity, 


LAURA ACHESON 
EDMONTON * 
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ving a little back 


BY GAEL EKERSEN 


evin has been “popping” in at Calgary 

Urban Projects (CUPS) since he first 

arrived in the city from Ontario two 
years ago. Now he’s volunteering with CUPS 
and helping out too, but when he first arrived, it 
was Kevin who needed CUPS. When Kevin first 
came to Calgary he developed an abscess in his 
foot. He got medical 
help, but it turned 
into a crisis situation 
for Kevin because he 
had no friends, no 
job, and no support 
system. He ended up 
at CUPS and got the 
support he needed. 
Now things are going 
better for Kevin but it 
hasn't been easy. 

When he was 

growing up, Kevin's 
family moved from 
one place in Ontario 
to another, never set- 
tling down. His father 
was an alcoholic and 
his parents fought 
"like cats and dogs." 
He and his four sib- 
lings “were numb... 
we became immune 
1e day when h 1d 
his brother were wait- 
ing to go off to 
school. His father 
stumbled into the SUPPORTED 
room bleeding from a BY 
large cut on his fore- 
head and said, “Your CUPS, 
mother tried to kill 
me!” His mother fol- 
lowed him into the 


NOW 


‘VOLUNTEERING 
room, holding a TO 


hatchet in her hand. 
‘| looked up and said, 
she missed... come 
on Ross let’s go to 
school.’ It just didn’t bother us anymore.” 
\t a very early age Kevin was clear about 
alcoholism. “That’s something I swore I'd 
never be. That's where I learned the word 
no." 


HELP 


He grabbed the first opportunity to 
leave home by joining a carnival when he was 
just 16. He followed in his parents footsteps in 
one way, with a transient lifestyle. After two 
years with the carnival he joined the armed 
forces for another two years and then chose to 
become a truck driver. ^T loved being a truck dri- 
ver, I guess I'm a gypsy at heart." In 1989 
Kevin's back was broken in an accident and he 
was unable to continue as a long distance driver. 


Kevin has been married twice. The first mar- 
riage lasted about three years, the second for 
only about three days. “I’m still not ready for 
marriage, I'm the first one to admit it." He has 
an 18 year old daughter from his first marriage, 
but he hasn't seen her since she was three. He 
remains in contact with his younger sister but 
has "dissociated himself from the others" in his 
family. His older brother had lied to him and 


& dme 


“that was the beginning of the end...two things 
[ hate in this world are a liar and a thief." 


After his foot had healed in Caigary, Kevin 
pulled things together and got a job until his 
driver’s license was revoked for not paying a 
seatbelt fine in Ontario. Now he is working at a 
job experience program at a local industry and 
he hopes to keep on with the position when the 
training is over. He has never begged or panhan- 
dled for money. “It’s 
just not my style... 
if I can't work for it 

. if I can't earn it 
... 1 don’t want it." 


Over the past cou- 
ple of years, Kevin 
still comes often to 
visit at CUPS. He has 


ut es : 
made new friends in 
w. Calgary and has 


zi maintained contact 

with old friends. 
No one owes you 

anything, Kevin says. 
Life “is what you 
choose to make of it. 
It's easy or hard. Plain 
and simple." But 
according to him 


there are a lot of people living on the street that 
have ne other choice. They are there because of 
a handicap, either mental or physical and they 
have no other place to go 


“It doesn't matter where I'm living or where 
I'm staying - I don't care if I'm sleeping in a 
ditch - I'm still gonna have my dignity, my 
morals and my sense of humour...when they get 
those out of me, they put me in a pine box." 

Kevin's put a deposit down on his own apart- 
ment now. He says he has "made my escape, 
and I'm getting my own apartment, and got my 
job, and so on and so forth....I want to volun- 
teer." He's helping out at CUPS because he 
wants to "Just give a little back. They were there 
when I first got to the city. They were there to 
help. Now it's my turn." 4 
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s it really so far away? 
Being down on the street? 


Let's see?? 


n 


We've heard the stories of the professional fami- 
ly, driving a new mini-van one year, then a job loss 


and divorce or something like that later, and they're 


visiting the food bank. Sinking to the bottom is so 
far away . . . or it might seem so to some people. 
There are many who just look down their noses. 
"Get a job," they might sneer, without for a 
moment thinking, "There but for the grace of God, 
go I.” We think that desperation is far away for us, 
for me, but are we missing some warning signs? 


A friend just returned from London. She said life 
is hard there, with so much homelessness, and peo- 
ple toughing it out under very harsh conditions. 
She was on her way through from India, where the 
poverty was not so shocking for her as it was in 
London. In Britain she expected things to be differ- 
ent, and they seemed even worse. The novelist, 
Doris Lessing, predicted a dire future of urban 
decay in her dark and warning book The Summer 
Before the Dark. Bands of children roam streets, on 

o gradual ir e DOOK, Observed by an old 
woman from the safety of her flat, that everyone 
accepts it. No one is horrified. 

This issue we have an article on homelessness in 
the United States from San Francisco writer Bill 
Mesler. As he explains, things are getting pretty hor- 
rific for millions of people in that country. 


Last month we wrote about hopeful visions for 
healthy, clean cities, for communities pulling 
together and improving their home surroundings. 
That's one way we can go. But there's also another. 
When we try to push out of sight the people who 
have been pushed aside, we might be missing an 
important warning. 


There's a big, big dividing line between the very 
poor and the well-off, or at least so many like to 
think so. But look closely, we aren't that different 
and harder times are hitting many, many more peo- 
ple, people who never expected it. This is no time to 
turn a blind eye to the lot of our neighbours. 


Baby born to homeless mother gone 


It was a shocking case that recently made the 
news. À woman who lived on the street gave birth 
to her child in the bathroom of an apartment jani- 
tor. The next day the child was taken away. Gone 
into foster care and probably up for adoption. 


EDMONTON: 
The Bissell Centre 


Publishers: The Bissell Centre, 


City Centre Church Corporation 


Proofreader: Megan Collins 
Design & Layout: Jang & Willson Design 


AUGUST 


10527-96 Street * Edmonton * AB * TSH 2H6 
Phone: 423-2285 * Ext. 47 * Fax: 429-7908 
qeeccocc000090000090000009090000000000000092090000000009090000999000000999099000009909090000299909099995 
Opinions expressed in this newspaper are not necessarily 
those of Spare Change, the editors or publishers. 


Spare Change is published to provide a voice and 
employment for people who have no spare change. 
Spare Change gratefully acknowledges the inspiration 
and support of Michael McCarthy and Vancouver 
Spare Change. However this publication is not 
officially associated with any other publication. 


The mother, Angie, was committed to at least 
one month on a psychiatric ward after she refused 
to "accompany her baby to the hospital". 


What a sad story. It's made even worse by the 
report that Angie has one child, now a year-and-a- 
half old, who was already taken away from her, after 
allegations of "abuse". The implication in all the 
reports is that Angie is crazy, quite mentally ill and 
unfit to be a mother. 


Living on the street, Angie may well have had 
good reason to fear hospitals. That alone should 
not separate her from her child. Were other options 
considered? It seems like very little was done to 
keep her and her new baby boy together. Her situa- 
tion is a very difficult one but the institutional 
solutions child welfare imposed, apprehending the 
baby and committing Angie the very next day, 
seem a bit harsh. Could we have done more to 
help? Do we have an unwilling mother, or an unfit 
social service system? 


Maybe Angie is very unwell, and can't be inter- 
ested in parenting, let alone coping with it. This 
could just be a very sad story for her. Or it could be 
a sad story of failure for the rest of us. «e 


KEITH WILEY 


I9 $3 


CALGARY: 

Calgary Urban Project Society (CUPS) 

I28 - 7th Avenue SE * Calgary * AB * T2G 0H5 
Phone: 221-8790 * Fax: 221-8791 


There but for the grace of God go | 
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SASKATOON: 

127 Avenue D North 

Saskatoon * SK * S7L 1M5 
Phone: 664-8848 * Fax: 664-8842 


Spare Change welcomes your contribution. 
Letters sent to the editor are assumed to be for publication, 
unless otherwise indicated. Spare Change welcomes 


jen , 


Thanks for 
contributions 
this month: 


Linda Dumont, our regular writer and cartoonist 
in Edmonton * Dave Jones, cartoonist in 
Edmonton * Claudette Languedoc, writing out of 
Calgary © Allison Kydd in Edmonton * John 
Zapantis in Edmonton * Diane Scott, cartoonist 
in Edmonton ¢ Cal Kennedy, Edmonton photog- 
rapher * Marjorie Bencz who writes our Food For 
Thought column + Heather Stump in Edmonton 
* and Susan Andrews of Vancouver for the 
Crossword. Also thismonth, thanks to Mary Jane 
Buchanan for the story and photos of the 
Candora childcare project. <% 


2 * NUMBER 5 


E-MAIL 
ADDRESS: 


written submissions, particularly those on IBM or Mac 
compatible computer disk, cartoons, photographs or 

artwork. Spare Change cannot accept responsibility 
for any submission. No part of this newspaper may be 
reproduced in any form without written permission from 
Spare Change. + 


$parechg@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


FOOD : for Thought 


Lack of Job Opportunities is the 


ast year we wrote about two fami- 
lies. We wanted to revisit these 
families and update you on their 


L 


situations. Both families have under- 
gone some changes and we wanted to 
share these new experiences with you. 


Midge’s Story 


Midge is a single parent with two 
sons. Unfortunately, with the current 
economy and her particular skills, she 
was only able to find jobs paying low 
wages. At times 
she was even 
working two 
jobs, but she 
found that 
arrangement 
made it impos- . 


time with her 
children. Her 
income was so 
low that she 
qualified for 
welfare on top 
of her wages. 
Her average 
monthly main- 
tenance pay- 
ments for the children had been one 
hundred dollars but when the mainte- 
nance payment came through it was 
docked dollar for dollar from her wel- 
fare top-ups. 

Two years ago, Midge began attend- 
ing Alberta Vocational College (AVC) to 
upgrade her education. In June she 
completed a one-year program in secre- 


experience and graduated with hon- 
ours. Midge felt confident that by get- 
ting a loan and returning to school she 
would be able to obtain a better-paying 
job to provide ongoing support for her- 
self and her sons. 

Since graduating, Midge has been 
busy submitting her resume and apply- 
ing for secretarial jobs. Nothing. Finally, 
she applied for another job and was 
again hired as a waitress. She says that 
she will keep on looking for a secretarial 
position. She needs better pay because 
now she owes over $7,000 in loans for 
attending AVC. 

Despite the 
disappoint- 
ment of not 
securing a job 
in her chosen 
that she will 
get a secretarial 
position. She 
has lost weight, 
has a new hair 
style and is 
very confident. 
Her energy lev- 
els and enthu- 
siasm are much 
higher than a year ago. She has a new 
boyfriend (no, not the live-in kind) 
and she finds him to be caring and 
supportive. 

Like thousands of people, Midge is 
finding the lack of job opportunities to 
be the biggest barrier to a new start. 


The Shorten Family 


One family that we wrote about last 
year were the Shortens - Deanna, 
Stephen and their two children. The 
Shorten family lives in Edmonton's 
inner city. They came from middle 
income fami- 
lies and began 
their descent 
into poverty 
when their 
small business 
failed. 

Since we last 
wrote about 
Deanna and 
Stephen, they 
have both 
completed six- 
month jobs 


C ommunity 
Employment 
(ACE) program. 
These are train- 
ing positions 
available to 
welfare recipi- 
ents. Stephen's 
placement was 
at St. Stephen's 
Anglican 
Church and 
Deanna's posi- 
tion was at the local community plan- 
ning office. Deanna enjoyed the work 
and if the planning office finds funding, 
she could start work again in September 
or October. Stephen is back attending 
classes at Newman Theological College 


biggest Barrier to a Vew Start 


RAL Shen NE NAE uil training. She completed her work 


and would like to go full-time starting 
in the fall. 

They have a new addition to their 
family. A baby boy was delivered by 
C- section at the end of May. Their 
other two children had a good year at 
school, but like most children they are 
glad that sum- 
mer is here. 


The Shorten 
family contin- 
ues to share 
their rental 
home with 
other people to 
help make ends 
meet. This 
means that it is 
an extremely 
busy house, 
filled with 


energy levels 
throughout the 
day. Stephen 
and Deanna are 
busy too. She is 
on the Board of 
Directors of the 
local day care 
and has just 
been elected to 
the Board of 
McCauley 


Community League. 
Last week, the family had to re-apply 
for welfare to top up their income from 
UIC. They just weren't making it. 
Deanna says that she is very optimistic 
that the situation is only temporary. + 


ERMINESKIN TRIBAL ENTERPRISES 


Bigway Foods 
585-3000 


Gas Bar 
585-2498 


Maskwachees Mall 
585-2600 


Ermineskin Blankets 
585-4262 


Grand Opening of Muskaw 
Cultural Park & Trade Exposition 


August 10, 


ttiz 


Panee Barns 
585-2423 


BOX 219, HOBBEMA, ALBERTA TOC 1NO 


Auto Centre 
585-2520 


Garments & Crafts 
585-3750 
Niwichihaw Acceptance 
585-2970 


Building Supplies 
585-2165 


The tribal owned business wish to salute, singing wolfe on his endeavors to raise money for suicide prevention 
for native youth across Canada. May the great spirit guide your step on your long journey. 
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Middle-class artist looks at how to help 


B Y C L & U 0 Ek T. T — 


NO HXED ADDRESS | 


"The prevalent fear of poverty 
among the educated classes is 
the worst moral disease from 
which our civilization suffers." 


illiam James wrote this in the mid- 

1800s and Lana says much the 

same thing today in her perfor- 
mance of "No Fixed Address" a series of 
vignettes dealing with just that fear 

ana Skauge is an actor. She is also middle 

class. She has never gone hungry or been 
without resources to help her with most of her 
problems. Lana is like most of us. And like 
most of us Lana had only a vague idea about 
life on the street. That changed when she was 
asked by Faith Lutheran Church to develop a 
theatrical production dealing with poverty. 
She spent a few months following street min- 
ister Ray Yauk on his rounds and asking the 
people she met, “What is home to you?” 


She received many different answers to her 
question but she also received something else, 
an answer to a question that she didn’t even 
realize she was asking. 

How does someone like Lana, like many of 
us, help? Do we, as Jesus suggested, give up all 
our riches and follow Him? Most of us are not 


YES!!! 


do yard work and landscaping 
do all sorts of spring cleaning 


can assist you in your 
home renovation projects 


can help you move 


do a variety of tasks, just ask!!! 


For reliable skilled and non-skilled help, 


CALL 424-4385 


Bissell Centre’s Casual 
Labour Office 


(We are a non-profit agency, hence we do not accept any referral fees 
from employers or workers. The minimum duration of work (or pay) is 3 hours) 


We Do Windows 


prepared to do that. Then there is what Lana 
calls the “Nanaimo Bar sensibility”: have 

another bake sale and give the proceeds to a 
“worthy cause.” There’s nothing wrong with 
that but it is not enough. S hat can we dí 

Lana says most of us are afraid. ant to 
be able to help without being needed. We see 
a social cause rather than seeing the people 
who are poor. Through her performance of 
No Fixed Address, Lana tries to change that. 
Using drama, comedy and song she presents 
us with some of the different faces of poverty, 
both the helpers and the helped. "I want to 
challenge the do-gooders. I want people to 
recognize their perception of the street, open 
their eyes and activity, help and consider why 
they don't." 

Lana is trying, through the age-old medium 
of theatre, to convey the message spoken by 
Plautus, a Roman playwright who lived in the 
second century, B.C., ^ He means well’ is use- 
less unless he does well." + 


Rate Per Hour: 


$7.00 
$6.00 - $7.50 
$7.00 - $14.00 


Check out 
FACTORY DIRECT'S PEN enjoy the com- 
SPAS before you get fort of using your own Spa. 


> [socializing and/or therapy, there is 
nothing like having your own Spa. 


$8.00 
$6.00 and up 


PROUD 1 


e Calgary's only Spa Manufacturer 
Aem. c ee ee ee S. s Guaranteed fair pricing policy 
1502 MERIDIAN RD. NE * No commission sales staff 
(corner of Barlow Tr. & 16 Ave. NE) 
. STORE HOURS: .— 
Mon-Fri 10:00 am - 8:00 pm 
. Sat 10:00 am - 5:00 pm _ 
__ Sun 12:00 pm-5:00pm .— — 
Tel: 273-4928 + Fax: 273-4746 


P e Free Spa water testing 
EBinvite all our customers to tour our 
state-of-the-art Factory and then try out 
our finished Spas. 


Please don't forget to bring your bathing suits. 


W^," 
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wo months ago Spare Change featured the 

CANDORA Society for women in Northeast 

Edmonton. This month writer Mary Jane 
Buchanan goes back to do this special story on 
CANDORXA; pre-school projects to help the com- 
munity's children. 


he atmosphere is inviting at 500 Village on the 
Clockwise from top left: Park. Children come running to greet a visitor, 
eagerly offering hugs and smiles as they begin a 


* Looking out at a morning's play. This is Community Action for 


brigher world, the Children, a pre-school project initiated by the 
pre-school centre is CANDORA Society for women. 
housed free of charge “I have three kids of my own and a foster child,” 
in a large housing says Rose Tee, one of the women supervising 
complex. at the pre-school. ‘I've done all kinds of courses 
through this program and I just love working with 
Rose Testowich the kids.” Rose and Gail Morrow work with 10-12 
working here with children each day at this site, one of four project 
Crystal and Eli. sites in the area. They are all staffed by community 
residents who provide snacks and activities for chil- 
Dona, Linus and dren aged three to six years old. 
Charlie practise Rose and Gail are part of CANDORA's response 
beginning writing to this community’s need for free children’s pro- 
at the Community grams that are educational, recreational and cultur- 
Action for Children ally appropriate. Rose is one of five staff members 
who speak Cree and four others speak Spanish. In 
pre-school. : ; 
the pre-schools the children are speaking any of 
Revin is four-years-old three or more different languages and they have a 
and very seriously good chance of being understood! 
practising her ‘B’s. “We notice that the kids’ moms are getting 


together on a social basis now,” says Tania Janke, 
who, along with Diane Sopher, coordinates the 
project. They are excited about this development at 
Village on the Park. “We would like this site to be a 
kind of drop-in centre where parents can come and 


BY MARY JANE BUCHANAN and talk about their concerns. Some of them are 


18 ODE 
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The Village on the Park building managers have 
recognized the centre's role in fostering communi- 
ty health and now offer the space for the chil- 
dren's programs free of charge. Other expenses are 
provided for by Health Canada through its 
Brighter Futures program. The Community Action 


Centres are in their second year of three years with 
this funding. 


“I like to listen to the music here," says Dana, a 
bubbly four-year-old redhead who marches 


around the room to some kids’ tunes. "I'll build 


you something with Lego," announces five-year- 
l F () R Hk TR A ID a old Linus. Other children at varying stages of abil- 
ity sit around tables colouring in letters or practis- 


ing their ‘B’s. “Revin has made real progress in the 
last few months," says Rose of a quiet four-year- 
old with a serious look. Five-year-old Crystal 
shows off her row of lower case 'B's for Rose to 
praise. She's making a good start on skills for next 
year's kindergarten. 


The children seem very comtortable at the 
Community Action Centre. They get breakfast here 
if they haven't had it at home, and their snacks will 
include extra fruits and vegetables near the end of 
the month when their families might be running 2 
low on groceries. The children know that the staff — — oy 
care enough about them to even come and pick 
them up at home if their parents can't bring them 
down. They're getting set to attend school with AUGUST 
confidence because of their learning here. 


But more than that, these children know their 
moms are finding a home in the community. They 
know someone cares what is happening in their 
families and can be trusted to help. They have a 
place to call their own, and their future does look 
brighter because of it. 4» 
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BY JOHN ZAPANTIS 


y first rookie year of walking 

"the street beat" as a home- 

less down-and-out was in 
Calgary in 1990. I started off pacing up 
and down the downtown core. It was 
the first of nearly four years on the 
street beat. It never dawned on me 
then that I'd inevitably inherit an 
unusual set of values that would teach 
me how to strongly respect a person's 
time and how to speak and act from a 
beggar's point of view. 

Ohh, yes, that fine moment when 
mastering the art of diplomacy enabled 
me to pick the opportune times to put 
my silver tongue to use. Take this artic- 
ulate approach to a woman motorist at 
a downtown parking meter: “Excuse 
me, ma'am, didn't mean to startle you. 


Kind of in a hurry, recently arrived in 


foun Uen looking TOF EPI ^ 


ment and | need accommodation, but 
before I do all that — could you spare a 
few dollars so that I can buy a coffee 
and a paper in hope of finding a warm 
place, like a Macdonald's, away from 
this rain?" 

All the woman could do was chuck- 
le, realizing that I was content with a 
smile, and with my prize, a two-dollar 
bill out of her purse. She compliment- 
ed me on my sales presentation: "Have 
you ever considered a career as a life 
insurance salesman?" "Yes I have, 
come to think of it, and I have lived up 
to every offer along the way," I said 


education 


3 


and we laughed together. 


The scene is not unusual. It's a daily 
ritual that hundreds of beggars across 
Canada ply when in need of a few dol- 
lars. I've played this WWF tag hold to 
many different faces all the way from 
Calgary, Ottawa, and Sydney and back 
to Calgary. A year on the streets is like 
a whole lifetime of schooling, a differ- 
ent kind of schooling altogether, "the 
school of life." 


Temporary 
Services 


a on the streets asa 
- homeless person 


Most beggars don’t only beg on 
their time off. They're flexible enough 
to handle whatever responsibilities 
come their way, such as a stint through 
a casual labour office. One day you're 
shovelling away, you earn $60 and 
along come your so-called friends to 
drink it away, and the next day you 
find you're begging again. That's the 
jingle of the streets. But boy I tell you, 
talking from personal experience, you 


DEBT-TALK" 


(The Debt Stress Line) 


423-DEBT 
(3328) 


Edmonton 
Toll-Free 1-800-463-DEBT 


Live Line: Mon-Fri 9 am to 5 pm 


After Hours: Record-A-Message & Callback Service 


Sponsored by: A.C. Waring & Associates Inc 
Trustee in Bankruptcy 
Chartered Accountant, Certified Insolvency Practitioner 
* Confidential + Professional + Free Consultation 


10020-1014. Avenue, Suite 850 « Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3G2 
Telephone (403) 421-7777 * Fax (403) 426-5355 


SS... ee ee E 


| Have a hard time getting your copy of Spare Change? 


Spare Change is a street newspaper, sold 
on the street for the benefit of the street 
vendors. Due to demand, however, we want 


g Just $30 a year will get you all I2 issues of 
3 the newspaper. YES, | want to subscribe. 


ing. to offer subscriptions by mail as well. Vendors | Name 
: | am enclosing $30 (cheque or money order) SUE LO hn luteo pcs Qe 
for my 12 issues. $30 pee $10.60 goes toward mailing Address. 
Mail to: Spare Chan ge costs,” 40 goes to printing and production, 

i 10527-96 Street ER who sell you beoe E 
Edmonton, AB | vaca id idu AE S uiis | 

i 5 | VENDOR ‘tt que TE Postal Code 

-TSH 2H6 ees: who mail you your copies. o 


learn quick how to keep the lid on 
your earnings. You conform to the way 
of living on the street and being a 
loner just to be on the safe side. 

What led to my homeless situation? 
My girlfriend before I hit the street was 
strongly addicted to alcohol and drugs. 
After being together off and on for 
around five years, I'd had enough of 
her drinking and drugging, coming 
and going. I was often told by con- 
cerned friends, "You can't save their 
world and you can't change them, 
they can only change themselves 
when they're ready to." 

When I had had it up to here, I sat 
her down one day and told her firmly, 
"It's either the world or me, what's it 
going to be?" She walked out the door 
laughing aloud and said, cynically, 
"the world, of course." I headed for 
another world as well, Calgary, the 


occurred to me that after I had checked 
into a flop house and had a bowl of 
cereal and a coffee the next morning, 
before heading out the door that cold 
foggy late October morning in 1990, 
l'd be on my way to developing and 
refining my communication skills. I 
was off getting my education as a 
homeless person and now, years later, 
having the privilege of writing my first 
article on my homeless situation. 4 

John Zapantis now has a home, in 
Edmonton, and is actively pursuing his 
writing interests. 


Support 
Spare Change 
advertisers 


Advertisers in this newspaper 
support Spare Change 
by placing their notices in 
this newspaper. 
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Child of the street 


BY LINDA & GLEN DUMONT 


ichelle bowed her head and 
said a quick, silent grace 
before beginning her Big 

Mac and fries. “I think we should 
always thank God,” she explained, “But 
I don’t go to church, because I would 
feel like a hypocrite because I drink and 
I hoot (smoke pot)." 


Michelle is tiny, barely five feet tall 
with close-cropped dark hair and close- 
ly- fitted clothing adding to her slight- 
ness. Sitting there at MacDonald's 
she hardly looked older than my 
ten-year-old daughter. But Michelle 
is much, much older, she's fifteen, 
and a child of the streets. 


She's been out on her own for 
two years, since her grandmother 
and her uncle kicked her out. She 
was placed in a foster home but it 
didn't work out. “The foster parents 
were strange," she says, "they drank 
a lot and when they were drunk 
they were touching and using lan- 
guage that made me uncomfortable. 
[he first night-they tocked me in 


oom, just unlocking tne doo! 


days Michelle kicked the screen out 
ettbe window and escaped. That 
was two years avo i 

If it is warm out- 
side, Michelle some- 
times sleeps in a 
park with a sleeping 
bag. Sometimes she 
stays at friends’ 
places. Her friends 
are important and 
she has lots of them. 
She also has street 
dads and uncles who 
look out for her. 
When it’s really too 
cold to sleep out, 
Michelle knows a 
place on Whyte 
Avenue with a heat- 
ed stairwell. She goes 
in very quietly and 
waits until the store 
closes. She stays 
warm all night. 

Sometimes, if she’s lucky 
while panhandling, someone 
will invite her over and offer 
her a place to stay. “I have 
vibes, so I know if it's safe or 
not," she explains. “It’s very 
important to follow your gut 
feelings." 

She has never sold herself. 
The closest she came was being 
paid one hundred dollars to 
massage a man's legs. Michelle 
panhandles and busks, jug- 
gling with sticks. If she is really 
desperate she might pawn 
something, like a borrowed 
tape or a gift. She is also a pool 


shark. "I'll have two bucks and l'll bet 
five if I know I can beat someone," she 
grins, “TIl gamble." 

Michelle's parents live in the city but 
she can't go home. "My mom drinks 
and my stepdad beats her up, if I’m 
there he beats me too. Dad is remarried 
and me and my stepmom don't get 
along, she's jealous." She visits her par- 
ents sometimes, but they aren't close. 

Life on the streets is normal for 
Michelle, it just doesn't live up to soci- 


Pool shark, juggler and survivor 


ety's expectations. It is day to day sur- 
vival. You live every day as if it is your 
last, she says. You never plan anything. 
Her clothes and her toys are kept every- 
where. “My whole life is in bags, duffel 
bags, knapsacks, suitcases...” she holds 
up a Spiderman toy. “If I get more than 
$20 I'll go shopping at Valu Village or at 
Army and Navy,” she says. 

Michelle is too young to get into the 
Women's Emergency Shelter. She regis- 
tered once lying about her age, but 
when she needed 
some medical treat- 
ment she was found 
out. She says she 
doesn’t qualify for the 


: 
il 


Youth Emergency Shelter without a sig- 
nature from one of her parents. She 
manages to shower every day though, 
at her mom’s, at friends’ or at the Husky 
Truck Stop, where it's three bucks with a 
towel and soap. 

She hopes that when her grand- 
mother gets out of the extended care 
hospital she can go and live with her 
again, and go back to school and finish 
her education. I would have liked to 
take her home with me, but it wouldn't 
work. Michelle isn't ready to settle 
down. ^I like to bebop around," she 
says, meaning be free to travel and to 
drink, smoke and party. + 


Chicago Joe's 
PIZZA & PUB 


11405 - 95 St., Edmonton 


Edmonton’s Only Chicago-Style Pizza 


For FAST FREE DELIVERY 


or PICK-UP Call: 


419-4040 


ALL-DAY DELIVERY 


Free Delivery within a 5 km Radius with food orders over $10.00 


Mare Change — bree Paper with Heart 


Spare Change, a Street 


Paper with Heart... 

and with art, too as we see 
with this sidewalk colour 
drawing done by Susan 
Kerr (left). 
design on the corner out- 
side Edmonton’s 
Centennial Library to help 
out Alfred (Teddy) Legrand 
who sold the paper there. 
But she got so enthused, 
Susan now sells 


Spare Change too! 4 


Susan drew the 


miles: Reminiscences of a Calgary street cleaner 


CEE S SE E S O E E 


-— DANIEL 


hen a smile is extracted 

from an individual's face, 
you can actually say that one of 
the world's most precious assets has 
been successfully mined. 


I think of smiles a lot lately. 
There are many people I meet, 
during and after work hours, and 
the occasion arises continuously 
for a good smile miner. 


Public relations are the true 
measure of a human, not 
material wealth. That's one of 
the reasons this planet is in 
the mess it is! Oops, that envi- 
ronmental thing again. Oh, 
well, I guess that's something 
l'll never shake off willingly. 
Anywhere from two to six full 
garbage barrels a day of this 
society’s romance with materi- 
alism tends sometimes to 
bring the cynic out in me. 

Smiles, though, are some- 
thing different, half the pay 
for a day’s work. Genuine 
smiles are the only ones I 
seek, and if smiles are worth 
anything, I’m a wealthy man. 

Why, just the other day it 


was raining when I 
approached a bus stop, flick- 
ing wet cigarette butts into 
my bucket with a broom... it's 
a job. There were eight people 
waiting for the #3 bus south 
on 8th Street. As I was passing 
by a middle-aged lady com- 
mented on how dreary and 
miserable a day it was. With as 
serious a face as I could 
muster, I said to her, "Yeah, 
and it’s gonna be murder 
tryin’ to roll these butts.” I 
almost had to remember all of 
my CPR training as most of 
the people overheard me and 
I must have brightened their 
day a lot, or almost caused 
coronaries, or somethin’. 


= ev ems * AAA 

iNe is Just some of tht 
— banter you might 
encounter entering my reality, 
and paying some attention to 

the working people that make 
this city run. 

Upon my travels I hap- 
pened to be collecting my 
treasures in front of one of the 
many hotel chain franchises 
in the city. An elderly lady on 
the sidewalk seemed to be 
somewhat distressed and in 
need of assistance. I peeked up 
from under my helmet, and 
smiled at her so she didn't 
think I was some sort of thug, 
and enquired if she was in 
need of any sort. She smiled 
and proceeded to explain that 
her eyesight was not in great 


CALGARY 


Calgary Urban Project Society 


Volunteers needed to work with 
Calgary's street population. 
Opportunities available for 
front line service delivery and 
nurses. Call 221-8789. 
Donations of work boots, run- 
ning shoes, jeans, sweat pants 
and men's socks and underwear 
are needed. Call 221-8790 


Spare Change Calgary 


* Looking for writers who are 
willing to help in the develop- 
ment of material for the 
newspaper. Call Ed Greanya 
at 221-8790. 


?»-9o4999€9e«99, 00979280259 


kil 1g condition 
aa could 1 direct her to a cer- 
tain set of shops her relatives 
had told her about. I picked 
up on her clipped accent of an 
anglo nature and asked where 
she was visiting from. "The 
Isle of Wight, just to the south 
of England," she said, "and 
I'm lost and all I want to do is 
go home to the isle." It almost 
reminded me of the “Help, 
I've fallen and can't get up" 
commercial. 


al 1yMore, 


I began an orientation ses- 
sion for the “Isle of Wight” 
lady. She was much pleased 
and as she headed off toward 
Bankers’ Hall, said “It was 
such a pleasure talking with 
you and keep up the good 


COMMUNITY > Notices 


EDMONTON 


* Spare Change includes this 
free notice section for good 
causes. SEND YOUR NOTICES, 
30 words or less, to our Calgary 
or Edmonton offices by the 
10th of the month. Space is 
limited, some notices may not 
be published. 

The Bissell Centre 

* Bissell Child Care needs large 
diapers, small spoons and 
forks, construction paper, nat- 
ural fruit juices. If you can 
help, please call 429-4126. 
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work. You certainly seem to- 
enioy your work and keep this 
city so clean." 

“Tell my boss, Ma'am,” | 
told her. “He works just at the 
end of the 8th Ave. Mall 
here." 


Over the next five minutes 
I came across four more prop- 
erly accented countrymen of 
hers and I asked them to be 
on the lookout for my new- 
found friend. 


Being a student of the 
humanities and working for 
the Corporation of the City of 
Calgary, have symbiotic quali- 
ties in that they are both 
pleasant deviations from an 
already trying life. + 


Narcotics Anonymous 


* Drugs! Have you tried to stop, 
but can't? Narcotics 
Anonymous is a group of 
recovering addicts who can 
help. Call 421-4429 (24 hours) 
for more information. 

Union Theatre, Die-Nasty 

* Thanks to Ian Ferguson of 
Union Theatre, for giving 
Spare Change vendors passes 
to the weekly, improvised soap 
opera, 8 pm at the Chinook 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave. 4 
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Washroom 


H UM OUR B Y 


with a View 


the streets, baby. As I struggle up here today 
with yesterday's Alberta beef, | am aware of the 
struggle I share with my brothers and sisters 
down below. I see them averting their eyes, bless 
their troubled souls, as they try anything to 
avoid the wretched. Kaz is with them. 


KAZ 


isten up, baby, Kaz has got a few points to 

make. I won't play modest with you, 

kiddo. I’m a mover. I'm a shaker. I’m a 
doer. I’m a breaker. There's more room under 
my thumb than in some spacious mobile 


o ctree 72] 1 ISappe; Á Y 
SEA On the street, we must disappear. We must 


become invisible to these ghosts haunting our 
shopping districts. These down and outs. These 
paper vendors. These blanchedout zombies who 
play haki-sak, a meaningless game that doesn't 
even involve scoring, 
baby. 


My office washroom, dig, is on the four- 
teenth floor, and so I'm able to look down right 
now onto the city while I’m involved in 
my . . . introspection. 


Now, I will not say 
which city or which 


We thank the gods 
building, because, baby, for direct pud 
discretion is the better which has left us ; 
part of wealth, but I can finally cash-free 
say that my day to day able to say truthfully, 


observations on city life 
have come about only after 
long and arduous . . . medita- 
tions. Trust me, sugar. 


for once, "Sorry, no 
change today." 


It’s summer, honey, so we can 
flock to our festivals like we herd to our malls in 


rO 7 ~ "aco " , » y " 
I make enough money to purchase billboards winter. We've got power in numbers. 


with my friends, but I maintain enough sense to 
know that men have no friends, only interests. I 
make sizable contributions to political cam- 
paigns and, honeypot, in practical terms I have 
more power than probably the mayor, who 
knows me by name and asks about my. wife: 
and although four other men in 
my company share the same title, I am the only 
Vice President of Deveioptietiigiivet) - 
#1407, the office with THE WASHROOM. 


az is the one connected to 


——— — 


You see, we are afraid. Afraid of kids and poor 
people, anyone who wants to steal what we 
have. We're afraid of downsizing from above 
and uprising from below. Sure we want skyscrap- 
ers, darling, just not in view of the barbie. 


I think l'll write a cheque today, baby. For a 
billboard. Or maybe some skywriting. Or maybe 


for now. Kaz looks forward to sitting above you 
next time. + 


SNOWBIRD RENTALS ro. 


"TOOLS THAT WORK" 


Refinish Your 
Deck for $50.00! 


The “Hire Tech" Drumsander can sand 
your deck in just a few hours (Average 
Size). If deck board warpage is a 
problem, edges can be taken down up 
to 1/16" per pass.Daily rental $38, 
sand paper $3.50/sheet. 


SOUTH SIDE 

4932 - 99 STREET 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
T6E 3N6 

TEL (403) 438-2117 
FAX (403) 438-2116 


WEST SIDE 
11304 - 163 STREET 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
T5M 1Y6 
TEL (403) 451-2905 - 


NORTH SIDE 

5122 - 129 AVENUE 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
T5A 4N3 

TEL (403) 944-9617 


ACCOUNTING * TEL (403) 463-0533 * FAX (403) 463-0589 


Accommodation. ........ 423-5302 


CALGARY 


ADVOCATES FOOD 
* Calgary John Howard * Interfaith Food Bank 

Society . 266-4566 1475 Flint Road, SE 253-2088 
* Calgary Legal Guidance. . . 234-9266 — * Salvation Army 
* Elizabeth Fry Society . 294-0737 Food Bank 269-595] 

Daily meals are served at ariety of locations 

A ID 5 Call for information . . 221-8780 
* Aids Calgary 288-0155 


HOUSING 


* Sexually Transmitted Disease 


Services (STD clinic) 297-6562 œ Connection Housing Society 
f 128 - Tth Ave. SE 232-6777 
DISTRESS LINE SUR UN E 
* Canadian Mental Health MEDICAL CARE 
Suicide Services .. . 297-1744 * Calgary Urban Projects Society 
* Community Health Centre........ 221-8780 
Resource Team. . . 299-9699 SHELTER (Short Term) 
oe ree 166-1605” Alpha House (alcohol 234-1388 
Bernier [300.4645 — ^ DYOP-in Centre. ... 166-3600 
amb S pac * Native Women's Shelter . . 531-1972 
* Parents Anonymous .....265-I7 Salvation Arm 
* Telecare Calgary 266-0700 Booth Centre y 162-6188 
EMERGENCY SERVICES * Women's Emergency 
* Child Abuse Hot Line shelter : 232-8717 
call the Operator (‘0’), ask for Zenith 1234 ervants Anonymous 237-8477 
* Emergency Social Assistance YOUTH SERVICES 
(also for runaways) . 210-5335 ^ Albert Sub Males 
FAMILY SERVICES Society 244-4737 
* Caigary Urban Projects Society * Avenue 15 244-4847 
Family Resource Centre .. 221-8799 * EXIT Community 
Outreach ....... 262-9953 
EDMONTON 
ADVOCATES * George Spady Centre 
* Bissell Centre 0015 - 105A Avenue 424-8335 
10527 - 96 Street. . . 423-2285 HEALTH SERVICES 
* Boyle Street Co-op 7 
^ * AIDS Network 
Rer. H5 MM 4201 - 11456 Jasper vene. 488-5816 
ee ,  * Boyle-McCauley Health Centre 
248 Abbotsfield Mall. . 414-5011 0628 - 96 Street 42-7333 
DISTRESS LINE * Birth Control Centre 
* 482-HELP . .. oss 482-4357 #200 - 10036 Jasper Avenue 425-5850 
~ $ lly Ti itted 
EMERGENCY SERVICES Eu SE 
* Emergency Social 10105 - 109 Street. . . 427-2834 
Services 427-3390 


> Sexual Assault Centre 3A 


SERVICES 


#300 - 


10320 - 102 Ave.. .. 421-1515 


"Win Hole 7... 479-0058 
* Lurana Centre .......... 424-5875 SENIORS 


* Herb Jamieson Centre * Operation Friendship 


10014 - 105A Avenue NEC 10S PE NE 
* A Safe Place . - 464-133 YOUTH SERVICES 
* Emergency Relief * Crossroads 414-1421 
Services. ... . - 428-4422» Boyie Street Co-op 
FOOD Youth Outreach 424-4106 
* Main Food Bank ....Qs4 p — * Youth Emergency Shelter 
310 - 82 Avenue . 468-7070 
DETOX CENTRES * inner City Housing Project 
* AADAC Recovery Centre 24 hs. .............. 424-1866 
10302 - 107 Street AED EE AE y or 479-1609 
SASKATOON 
ADVOCATES * Salvation Army 
* Hands-on Street Ministries 39 Avenue C South. . 244-6280 
(Drop In Center) HEALTH SERVICES 
17A - 20th Street West 6534182 > Mental Health Clinic 
* Saskatoon John Howard Society a 
65 - 3rd Avenue South 933-6500 
VI - 2nd Ave. South 244-8347 
- Alcoholics A * AIDS — Saskatoon 
conr (14. - 220 3rd Avenue South 242-5005 
24 hour information 665-6727 : n 
- Elizabeth Fry Soci * Society for Depression 
ee Len 304 - 220 3rd Avenue South 242-1833 
307 - 135 2ist Street East 934-4606 ss 
Family Support Centre E ie 
. u Ce F : 
(Sexually Transmitted Disease) 
315 Avenue M. South... ....... 933-7751 0 ldytwyld Drive . 655-464) 
T 
bc CENTRES SHELTER 
* Larson House : 
S 
130 Avenue 0 South 244-1385 yen Wo 
* Calder Centre "Rd 0 Pe M t b 
eine di de c REN 933-5867 * interval House 
MEN EN oe e 112 Victoria Avenue . >... . 2:5 244-0185 
EMERGENCY * Y. W.C.A. 
* Saskatoon Crisis intervention 510 - 25 Street East... Ta 244-0944 
1410 - 20 Street West. ........ 933-6200 —* Saskatoon Rainbow 
* Child Abuse & Neglect . . . . 933-6200 Contre: 2 ork . 683-1925 
* New Start Homes 
FOOD 127 Avenue D. North. ... 2... 664-8848 
* Saskatoon Food Bank 
202 Avenue C South... 2... 0s 664-6565 YOUTH 
* Friendship Inn * Saskatoon Downtown Youth Centre 
619 - 20 Street West.......... 242-5122 301 - Ist Avenue N..... Luise 931-6644 


Spot the ads throughout this newspaper 


These businesses are supporting Spare Change by placing their 
notices in this newspaper. They, too, are helping make jobs for 
people on the street. They support a good cause and we urge 
you to support them. | 


| First Ane 


BY ALLISON KYDD 


here's a new movie version of 

the legend of King Arthur and 

the Knights of the Round 
Table, First Knight — a tricky name for 
Edmontonians because of the confu- 
sion with the name of the New Year's 
Eve celebration. 

This story of Arthur, Guinevere and 
Lancelot has been told and retold. 
[here are at least five movie versions 
already and each has its thrilling 
moments and its blahs. So it’s a real 
challenge for movie-makers to do 
something new with the story. 
Whatever they do someone's going to 
be disappointed. This version is going 
to disappoint some people, too; this 
one is war between class and cheap and 
the battle goes right down to the wire. 

Let me say right off that I enjoyed it, 
for a number of reasons. Number one, 
cheap is not always bad; for instance, 
going to an afternoon matinee is cheap 
compared to going to an evening show, 
cheap and smart. (It’s also more pleas- 
ant, as a rule, since it's not so crowded.) 
Number two, even in a cheap romance, 
beautiful people, gorgeous scenery and 
dramatic moonlit battle scenes are still 
a pleasure to watch. First Knight stars 
Sean Connery (oh, my fluttering heart), 
Richard Gere (not bad either), Julia 
Ormond (she's a sweetheart) and 
Ben Cross, who does a great job of 
incarnating evil. 

This cast of favourites plays against a 
background that can't be beaten: the 
rich green hills and valleys of Wales. 
There's also the classy staging we've 
come to expect of Pinewood Studios, 
London. The movie even attempts 
some new visual effects like the night- 
time battle scene. 


I'm not that fond of blood and gore, 


B 


L 
You Eril Like t 


MOVI 


E * Review 


so I like the way 
they've handled 
their battles. Don't 
worry, the fighting's 
still intense and 
theatrical: swords 
and helmets flash; 
horses and men 
wrestle against each 
other in the dark; 
there's the scrape of 
metal on metal, the 
pounding of 
hooves, the groans 
of the dying. But it 
isn't brutal and 
revolting. 

This kind of bat- 
tle suits the sub- 
ject. After all, the 
legends of King 
Arthur and 
Camelot tell of a 
magical, imagined 
time when a noble 
man with a noble 
idea could win 
over evil and vio- 


Their greatest batt 
would be for 
her love, 


lence. sean 
Connery is con- 
vincing as the leg- 
endary king, digni- 
fied, compassion- 
ate, yet passionate, 
kingly yet human. 
I found myself 
questioning 
Guinevere's sanity. 

That a sane 
woman should risk 
losing Arthur's devotion for a kiss or a 
dalliance with Lancelot is pretty hard 
to believe. Perhaps it has to do with all 
the times the poor woman gets kid- 
napped and rescued; that could affect 
a person's brain. Am I being harsh? 


IN GONNERY * RICHARD GERI 


Dii 
p EATEN. 


The romance between Lancelot and 
Guinevere is the cheap part of the 
movie. Richard Gere even plays the 
role of the favourite knight like he’s a 
cad and a show-off. He doesn’t get 
much help from the writers either. 
They give him lines like “I can see by 


your eyes that you 
want me”, which he 


delivers with his SPARE 
Yankee accent and dud 
leer. What does the 
otherwise poised AUGUST 
and elegant 

6 1995 


Guinevere do? I'll let 
you see for yourself. e 
Guinevere is strong 
and classy, for all her 
girlishness, when 
she’s around Arthur. 
But with Lancelot 
she simpers and 
sighs like the simple 
country girl she’s not 
supposed to be. 

We go to movies 
for all sorts of rea- 
sons. Those who 
want to see a movie 
which is faithful to 
the story they know 
will find things in 
First Knight to make 
them indignant. 
Those who want a 
passionate love SLOTY 
will have two to 
choose from, and 
those who want the 
romance of battles 
and heroes, etcetera, 
will be happy with 
this heroic tale. 
Who's to judge? 
Good entertainment 
is what makes us feel 
good, right? + 

Allison Kydd is an occasional 
Spare Change contributor, regular movie 
reviewer. Deanna Douglas is on holiday 
this month. 


New Construction 
& Renovations 


Residential « Commercial ¢ Industrial 


Box 89 
Duffield 


Phone 892-2691 « Cellular 990-8743 


ACROSS 


4 Dead weight (7) 
Drab colour (5) 


Yard, in metric (5) 


Foot, in metric (4) 


Big body of salty water (5) 
Middle Eastern country (4) 


"WC BM 
23 24 
Colour resulting from " EID L = s se =a 
unfashionable hobby (3) 3 E s 3 E 
Clean-sweeping tool (5) 
Very clean English city (4) 


Pungent rope fabric (4) 


Illustrious artist? (11) 


Singing group (5) 


Liquid storage sac (7) 


Not quite so loud (5) 


| Puzzle I9 answers will be 


issue of Spare Change. 


NOT A CENT | 7 


MA WAY... PLEASE. 


A 
NSE OF Hume? 
i E 

(| 


THEY'RE CLEANING 
THE BATHROOM 
WITH LYSOL Spray! 


D OOW N 


2 
3 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


HI 


l6 Radioactive gas (5) 
I7 Rose extract (5) 


I9 Too neat a bit 


22 Largest city in Alberta (7) 
25 Tumbledown house (5) 

26 Tropical tree (4) 

27 Keep away (5) 

29 Small standard form (5) 
32 Red hens from U.S. Isle (5) 


33 To draw a small 
round object (4) 


34 Beige (4) 


Liveable part of castle (4) 


Young sheep (4) 


Mass of leaves (7) 


X Naturs\ Xc7 


MUST BE Some SORT 


WA j | 
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Old man on a bus bench 


You look at me old man, and yet it is as though you 

don't see me. 
I wonder if for you perhaps I am but a window to the past? 
You seem to look through me to a time all but forgotten, 
Your eyes are fixed and you rarely blink. 


What is it you see? 


Maybe you see yourself at my age, full of hope and strength, 
Living as though you are free of tomorrow, and its burdens. 


Only today, today is all that matters. 


ANADA' S LOWEST PRICE 


D (Serta) LA-Z-BOY &Broyhill E pauser Sklar-Peppler Natu zzi 


Baby Blue Soul 


Last midday, sunfilled and warm 


| entered his office downtown. 


Hidden wisdom danced 
unpretentious, unpresuming 


At ease with life this day. 


\ writer not through experience 


but through heart 


He invited me freely 
to visit with his soul 


Intense, vibrant and true. 


His greying hair busy playing 

a with the gentle breeze. 

We shared bits of dreams and bits of life. 
Time and space stood still 

Apart from the world 

Then - time urged me on. 


I see in your bag of groceries a tin of cat food, I left his office 

And wonder if you have a pet, or if it is for you. simple, open and bright 

You are wearing medals, old man. But I carry him with me, his eyes, his face 
At one time our country was proud of you, to keep me in good company. 

You who fought so valiantly for our freedom, I know he will find his dream 

Yet, in your bag of groceries there is cat food. Though he makes his home the street. 


When I look at you old, man, Marlene * CALGARY 


I am afraid. Afraid that I have seen into the future. Marlene writes of meeting a newspaper seller: 
And I am afraid. "The experience of speaking with him 
was so profound that I wrote this poem to 


veil Rempel ¢ EDMONTON remember him Dy." *% 


ON A HUGE SELECTION OF BRAND 
NAIVIE HOME FURNISHINGS, BEDDING, 


[he 


BRICK | 


*THE BRICK WILL BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S ADVERTISED PRICE IN CANADA. 
COMPLETE DETAILS POSTED AT THE BRICK. 


APPLIANCES AND ELECTRONICS 


7 7 
920 im AVE. "A* N. 
320- 


5210 N. RAILWAY ST. 
529-2525 


eem Claims? Ask for our Insurance Division at 252-7000 Insurance Claims? Ask for our Insurance Division at 429-2000 


OUT OF TOWN CALL: 1-800-97-BRICK OUT OF TOWN CALL: 1-800-97-BRICK 


1-800-972-7425 1-800-972-7425 


He had caught my eye and I was drawn to his. 


reaching to me through his soft-spoken drawl. 
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